Appositives
	“Before” Sentences
	“After” Sentences with Appositives

	· The postmaster followed him.
	· The postmaster, Mr. Graves, followed him.

	· The black box now resting on the stool had been put into use even before Old Man Warner was born.
	· The black box now resting on the stool had been put into use even before Old Man Warner, the oldest man in town, was born.

	· Mr. Summers was the leader of the lottery.
	· Mr. Summers, a jovial man, was the leader of the lottery.

	· After that there was a long pause until Mr. Summers, holding his slip of paper in the air, said, “All right.”
	· After that there was a long pause, a breathless pause, until Mr. Summers, holding his slip of paper in the air, said, “All right.”

	· This dark hair-line trail that led south five hundred miles.
	· This dark hair-line trail – the main trail – that led south five hundred miles.


1. Read through both columns.  What is the primary difference between the sets of sentences? Circle everything that has been added in the right hand columns.

2. The bolded words in the sentences on the right are called appositives. Find the main word in each phrase. What part of speech is the main word? _____________.  How do you know?  What test can you apply? ________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________

Now, draw an arrow from the appositive to the word it tells more about in the main sentence. What part of speech is the word being described? _______________. So now, try to articulate a definition for an appositive that will fit every example.
3. What seems to be the rule for punctuating appositives?  How do the dashes and parentheses affect your “experience” of the appositives?

4. Under what circumstances (when/how/why) might using appositives be particularly useful in your writing?

Scaffolded Exercises for Writing Sentences with Appositives
1. Copy below two examples of sentences with appositives from Animal Farm.
2. Combine the following sentences, using the information in parentheses top create an appositive which you embed in the sentence.

a. Napoleon is a dictator. (a pig)

b. “Beasts of England” unites all of the animals on the farm. (an anthem about rebellion)
c. Illiteracy seems to be a prevalent problem among all of the “lesser” work animals. (commonly a problem for poverty-stricken societies)
3. Insert an appositive in the following sentences to provide additional information to the reader.

a. The animals all appear to be working towards the same goal.
b. Benjamin seems to recognize that all is not well on the farm.
c. Animal Farm is an allegory for the Russian Revolution.
4. Using an appositive, summarize one of the symbols in Animal Farm.
5. How could the themes in Animal Farm apply to today’s society?  Be sure to answer with at least 7-15 sentences, and use at least (2) appositives.

Follow-Up Work on Appositives
1. Compare the following sentences, one of which contains an appositive and the others which do not.  What is different?

YES: They were all looking at Benjamin, the old donkey.
NO: Most of them were quiet, wetting their lips, not looking around.
NO: The pigs stood to the side, talking amongst themselves. 
2. Now compare the following sets of sentences, again noting the differences between the one with an appositive and the ones without.

YES: The dictator, Napoleon, followed him.
NO: Napoleon, in a turn of events, blames the incident on Snowball.

NO: The pigs reveal to the other animals, after they have worked long hours, that they must work longer hours.
3. Finally, compare the following sets.

YES: The black box now resting on the stool had been put into use even before Old Man Warner, the oldest man in town, was born.
NO: He turned towards the windmill, where the rocks were violently shoved off of the cliff.
NO: “I don’t remember this rule,” Clover said to Muriel, who stood next to her in the barn.
So, once again, an appositive is a __________ which _________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________.

It is NOT a _______________________________, a ___________________, or a ___________ _________________.
