Expectations for our Class Social Networking Site
1. We will be respectful of one another’s responses.

2. We will use complete sentences and follow the rules of on-line etiquette (i.e. DO NOT USE CAPITALIZATION WHEN WRITING) when answering questions and responses.

3. You are expected to log on every few days to see what conversations are taking place; your participation on this site is mandatory, and it constitutes 50% of your participation grade in this class.

4. Be creative!  If you want to share your feelings from the reading, or you discover a cool site that is pertinent to our reading, then please share it with us.

5. If you have any questions about the reading, you can always ask me via this site, and I will respond within (1) day.

6. I will pose a few analytical questions a week on Looking for Alaska; you must respond to at least one of these questions every week.  You must also respond to your classmates at least twice a week.  Responses to the questions that I have posed must be submitted by Thursday morning at the very latest, and responses to classmates should not be 10 minutes before midnight on Sunday.

7. There will be no vulgarity on the site; you may discuss the racy issues of the book, but act like the young adults that you are and do not be crass with your responses.  This site is designed to spark analytical discussion, not bathroom talk.
Rubric for Social Networking Site (50% of your class participation grade)

	
	5 (A)

Excellent
	4 (B)

Above Average
	3 (C)

Satisfactory
	2 (D)

Unsatisfactory
	1 (F)

Poor

	# of Postings
	An “A” requires that you post a full paragraph (7-15 sentences) by Thursday morning to at least one of the questions that I have posed, and you respond (with at least four sentences per response) more than twice to your classmates (before Sunday night).  The quality of the responses has significantly contributed to our conversations, and the text has been cited multiple times throughout the responses.
	A “B” requires that you post a full paragraph (7-15 sentences) by Thursday morning to one of the questions that I have posed, and you respond (with at least four sentences per response) twice to your classmates (before Sunday night).  The quality of the responses demonstrates thoughtfulness, and the text has been cited a few times in the responses.
	A “C” grade requires that you post less than 7 sentences by Thursday morning to one of the questions that I have posed, and you respond (with at least four sentences per response) twice to your classmates (before Sunday night).  The quality of the responses sometimes demonstrates thoughtfulness, and the text has been cited once.
	A “D” requires that you post less than 7 sentences by Thursday morning to one of the questions that I have posed, and you respond (with less than four sentences per response) twice to your classmates before Sunday night.  The quality of the responses usually does not demonstrate thoughtfulness, and the text is rarely cited.
	An “F” means that you have not completed one of the following:
1. A response to the question that I posed, or you responded after Thursday morning

2. You did not respond twice to your classmates.



	Analytical Quality to Discussion
	The quality of the responses has significantly contributed to our conversations.
	The quality of the responses demonstrates thoughtfulness
	The quality of the responses sometimes demonstrates thoughtfulness
	The quality of the responses usually does not demonstrate thoughtfulness
	There was no quality in the responses.

	References to text
	The text has been cited multiple times throughout the responses.
	The text has been cited a few times in the responses.
	The text has been cited once.
	The text is rarely cited.
	The text is never cited.

	Length of Responses to My Question
	The response is a full paragraph (7-15 sentences).
	The response is a full paragraph (7-15 sentences).
	The response is less than 7 sentences.
	The response is less than 7 sentences.
	The response is less than 7 sentences.

	Length of Response to Classmates
	Each response (you must respond twice) is at least four sentences long.
	Each response (you must respond twice) is at least four sentences long.
	Each response (you must respond twice) is at least four sentences long.
	Each response (you must respond twice) is less than four sentences long.
	The response is less than four sentences long.


