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Short Story Writing Assignment
Writing Task:

You will be writing a short story, using literary elements (setting, plot, characters, theme, and conflict) and techniques (satire, irony, dialect, imagery, allusion, defamiliarization, epiphany, foreshadowing, frame story, juxtaposition [knowledge vs. instinct], hyperbole, paradox, poetic justice, sensory detail, stream of conscious, symbolism, tone, mood, unreliable narrator, hyperbole, and allegory) to create a short story that must be at least (3) pages long.

Purpose and Audience:

The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate your competence and understanding of literary elements and techniques and how they apply to a short story.  The audience is the general public; feel free to use any point-of-view for your story, but write down the point-of-view that you use on your short story outline (Pages 4-5).  
Format:
You will be writing in the short story genre, but you can incorporate other genres, such as horror, parody, or drama to your own story.  There are specific criteria that you will have to follow to effectively complete this task; these criteria can be found on the Grading Rubric (Page 6).  The essay must be (3) pages, typed (if possible), 12-font, in Times New Roman, with a proper heading at the top, your last name on each page at the upper right-hand corner, and a “Title.”  You must also be sure to staple your paper before turning it in.  
Checklist for Peer Review:

Be sure to answer the following questions in order to show completeness of the task.

1. Is there a clear plot?  If yes, please note on the paper where the five elements of plot (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and denouement) are located.
2. Was the short story essay format used?  If yes, which characteristics of the format were used (both elements and techniques)?  Go through the paper, highlight the elements and techniques, and write them down here.

3. Is the short story interesting?  How could it be more appealing?

4. Does the essay follow the (3) page guideline?

5. Did the writer follow all of the formatting instructions?

a. typed (if possible) 

b. 12-font

c. Times New Roman

d. Proper heading at the top

e. Last name on each page at the upper right-hand corner

f. “Title”  

g. Paper is stapled

6. Which images were the most effective in the paper?  Why?  What sense did they convey?

7. Which images were the least effective in the paper?  Why?  What could be used instead?

8. Did the student use at least (3) introductory prepositional phrases with a comma inserted at the proper place?

9. Did the student use at least (5) compound sentences with the correct conjunction and the comma inserted at the proper place?

10. Did the student have any comma splices?  If yes, please put an “x” in the margin next to where the comma splice occurs.

11. Was the proper punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure used?

12. Was the same tense (past, present, future) used throughout the paper?

13. What were the strengths of this paper?

14. What were some weaknesses of this paper?

Short Story Paper Outline 

Name: __________________________________

Block: _________

I. Setting (Time and Place)

II. Characters:

III. Plot 

a. Exposition

b. Rising Action

c. Climax

d. Falling Action

e. Denouement (Resolution)

IV. Conflict (man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. self, man vs. society)

V. Themes

VI. Techniques used (at least 3)

Rubric for “Short Story” Paper 

	
	5 (A)

Excellent
	4 (B)

Above Average
	3 (C)

Satisfactory
	2 (D)

Unsatisfactory
	1 (F)

Poor

	Organization
	An exceptional essay: has a clear plot with an appealing plot, all of the literary elements and techniques are correctly included, all of the grammatical requirements are correctly used and the paper is error-free and the paper is free of grammatical errors.
	A good essay: usually easy to read, contains a clear plot, and most of the literary elements/techniques are included;   most of the   grammatical requirements are correctly used and the paper is error-free and the paper is free of grammatical errors.
	An average essay: the essay has a plot, and some of the literary elements/techniques are included;   some of the   grammatical requirements are correctly used and the paper has some errors.
	The essay does not meet a majority of the requirements: the essay has no plot, most of the literary elements/techniques are not included;   most of the   grammatical requirements are incorrectly used and the paper has some errors.
	The essay does not meet any of the requirements: the essay has no plot, none of the literary elements/techniques are included;   most of the   grammatical requirements are incorrectly used and the paper has many errors.

	Elements/Literary Devices
	The paper incorporates all of the literary elements (plot, theme, conflict, setting, and characters) and at least 3 literary techniques
	The paper incorporates all of the literary elements (plot, theme, conflict, setting, and characters) and at 2 or less literary techniques
	The paper incorporates most of the literary elements (plot, theme, conflict, setting, and characters) and some literary techniques
	The paper incorporates a few of the literary elements (plot, theme, conflict, setting, and characters) and some literary techniques
	The paper incorporates some (or none) of the literary elements (plot, theme, conflict, setting, and characters) and no literary techniques

	Grammar
	The paper properly incorporates

· (3) introductory prepositional phrases

· (5) compound sentences

· No comma splices


	The paper properly incorporates

· (2) introductory prepositional phrases (or)

· (4) compound sentences (or)

· some comma splices


	The paper properly incorporates

· less than 2 introductory prepositional phrases (or)

· less than 4 compound sentences (or)

· many comma splices


	The paper incorporates

· no introductory prepositional phrases (or)

· no compound sentences (or)

· many comma splices


	The paper incorporates a few of the following:

· no introductory prepositional phrases (and/or)

· no compound sentences (and/or)

· many comma splices



	Mechanics
	No errors; correct grammar, sentence structure, and tense  were used
	There are less than three errors; grammar, sentence structure, and tense are usually correct.
	There are more than three errors; occasional grammar, sentence structure, and tense are sometimes correct.
	There are many errors; grammar, tense and/or sentence structures are occasionally used incorrectly.
	There are many errors; grammar, tense and sentence structure are consistently used incorrectly.

	Meaning
	The meaning is clearly conveyed through appropriate imagery and a well-thought out and established plot.

The writing conveys a clear and concise meaning.
	The meaning is usually conveyed through appropriate imagery.

The writing conveys a clear and concise meaning.
	The visual meaning is sometimes conveyed through appropriate imagery.

The writing does not always clearly convey the meaning or purpose.
	The visual meaning usually uses inappropriate imagery that does not convey a meaning that matches the essay.

The writing is not always clear and concise and does not always match the meaning of the essay.
	The meaning is inappropriate and does not convey meaning that matches the purpose of the essay.

The writing is not clear and does not convey meaning matching the purpose of the essay.


Total: _____/25
