Running head: TEACHER WORK SAMPLE 

1
 TEACHER WORK SAMPLE: ANALYSIS OF STUDENT LEARNING
2

Teacher Work Sample: Analysis of Student Learning and Reflection

Erica Smith

Cortland State University

Pre-Assessment Sample


I noticed in previous work that my students had turned in that they seemed to be struggling with a few common grammatical comma issues.  For this study, I analyzed twelve-tenth grade papers that I received for a Hero’s Quest writing assignment.  I had the students write a longer narrative so that I could confirm that compound sentences were a common error that would need to be corrected.  The average length of the papers was 3.8 pages long; I found the average by adding up all of the pages and dividing by twelve. I considered one single-spaced handwritten page to be two-double spaced typed pages long.  This study will focus on the consistency of the compound sentences error from my Pre-Assessment Samples, my lesson to correct this error in the future, and a Post-Assessment Sample of essays.

Qualify


As soon as I began correcting my students’ papers, I noticed that compound sentences were continuously used incorrectly; students would either forget to add a comma between the two independent clauses, or they would add a comma between an independent clause and a dependent clause.  ______ consistently created compound sentences without using commas to distinguish the two independent clauses; this led to fifteen compound errors in his two page single-spaced paper. A good example of the missing comma can be found in  __’s paper; she says:  “I followed the person for awhile and I managed to get a couple of scraps and scratches in the process.” _____  incorrectly placed a comma between an independent clause and a dependent clause as shown here: “She’s the hottest girl in the grade, and definitely knows how to have a good time.” Out of twelve papers collected, thirteen papers had missing commas between the independent clauses.  

Quantify
Every paper out of the twelve that I collected had a compound sentence error.  To break it down, I have provided a table that specifically looks at the number of compound sentence errors in each paper:
	Compound Sentence Errors between 1-5 in one paper:
	7

Error Amount

#

%

# of papers with 1 error:

1

8.3%

# of papers with 2 errors:

5

41.7%

# of papers with 5 errors:

1

8.3%


	Percentage of Students with Errors between 
1-5:

58.3%

	Compound Sentence Errors between 6-10 in one paper:
	3

Error Amount

#

%

# of papers with 6 error:

2

16.7%

# of papers with 10 error:

1

8.3%


	Percentage of Students with Errors between 

6-10:

25%



	Compound Sentence Errors with 11+ errors:
	2
Error Amount

#

%

# of papers with 11 error:

1

8.3%

# of papers with 15 error:

1

8.3%


	Percentage of Students with Errors of 11+:

16.7%


Designing a Compound Sentence Lesson

I designed a lesson to teach students about compound sentences and coordinating conjunctions (See Appendix B: Student’s Copy).  The students had to complete the scaffolded exercises for homework.  In addition to the student’s copy of the lesson, I have attached a teacher’s copy with my answers (See Appendix B: Teacher’s Copy).  To address the context of the lesson plan, I have attached the lesson plan that I created for the day that I taught the compound sentence mini-lesson (See Appendix C).

Post-Assessment Data

One thing that I noticed in the Post-Assessment Data was that students were utilizing many of the grammatical skills that we have covered in class, especially appositives, and they were correctly identifying where the comma needed to be placed.  Students also used a lot of introductory prepositional phrases; I was so excited to read the essays because the students’ writing has structurally improved and become much more sophisticated.  With this second round of twelve papers, I had the students write a critical lens paper using The Hunger Games and Animal Farm.  The average size of each paper is 2.75 pages long; to find the average, I added up all of the pages and divided by twelve. For the handwritten pages, I assumed that each page would be comparable to two-double spaced typed pages; therefore, Christina’s paper at 4.5 pages long would actually be nine typed pages long.  

Qualify

My long-term objective with the lesson was that students would be able to write a critical lens paper using Animal Farm and The Hunger Games and incorporate compound sentences with the proper conjunctions. My short-term objective was that students would be able to identify and write compound sentences with the proper coordinating conjunction in their scaffolded exercises.  I specifically prepared a scaffolded exercise mini-lesson so that students of all abilities would be able to see the effectiveness and ease at which compound sentences can be created.  I also did a slight follow-up before the students started their scaffolded exercises by discussing the components of a “complete sentence” and how there needs to be a complete sentence on either side of the comma and coordinating conjunction.  I assessed the work by walking around and visually examining students’ answers to the scaffolded exercise questions, collecting the scaffolded exercises the next day, and having the students write a compound sentence in their writer’s notebooks as a part of their daily journal writing activities.  The critical lens paper was the final paper that I collected from the students at this placement.  

Quantify

My lesson and consistent practice with using compound sentences showed significant results.  To break it down, I have provided a table that specifically looks at the number of compound sentence errors/non-errors in each paper:

	Compound Sentence Errors between 1-5 in one paper:


	12

Error Amount

#

%

# of papers with 0 errors:

5

41.7%

# of papers with 1 error:

3

25%

# of papers with 2 errors:

1

8.3%

# of papers with 3 errors:

2

16.7%

# of papers with 5 errors:

1

8.3%




As the results demonstrate, not one student had more than five errors on a paper (as opposed to 41.7% before I addressed the issue of compound sentences).  In the Pre-Assessment Data, I did not have one student without a compound sentence error in their paper; in the Post-Assessment Data, I have five students with no compound sentence errors.

Reflection


My lesson had a significant effect on the students’ writing styles; not only did the students correctly incorporate compound sentences into their papers, but they also (correctly) employed the other grammatical skills that I taught, such as appositives, introductory prepositional phrases, and the avoidance of comma splices and fragments.  Based on the results, I would continue to work on comma splices and fragments because many of the students are only still missing many of the comma splices.   Overall, I am extremely happy with my results.  The scaffolded exercises allowed students of all abilities to complete the homework and understand how to use compound sentences and coordinating conjunctions.  I meticulously went through the first page of the compound sentences sheet with the students to ensure that they all grasped the concepts that I was teaching.  I walked around the room and looked at each student’s sheet, I called on students to answer the questions asked on the sheet, and I wrote sentences on the board that were not compound sentences so that the students had to explain why the sentences were not compound and how we could make them into compound sentences.  

I feel that the students did so well on this essay only a few weeks after giving the lesson on compound sentences because we practiced using compound sentences daily, and I took points off of homework and quizzes if I caught a compound sentence error.  Students became very conscientious of compound sentences because for each compound sentence error, the students lost (2) points from their overall grade.  One thing that I learned really quickly at ______ was that many of the parents were well aware of their children’s grades; the pressure from the parents oftentimes led to students who were willing to work extra hard and learn the concepts that I was teaching even if it meant that they had to eat lunch in my room or stay after school.

I think that this lesson could have been even more effective if I had created a Smartboard presentation and allowed the students to become more engaged through multiple stimuli from visuals and a tactile lesson.  I also think that I should have allowed more time for the students to present their own compound sentences to the class, using the Smartboard, so that they could critique one another and really demonstrate a complete competence of compound sentences.  My objectives were met by the students, although there is still room for improvement.  I think that  the most effective thing that I did was to continuously look at compound sentences, day in and day out, over the course of several weeks because the skill was mastered through the constant repetition and awareness.  
APPENDIX B

Lesson Plan on Compound Sentences (Student Copy)

Compound Sentences
	Uncombined Sentences
	Compound Sentences

	I’ve never seen these mutts. They’re no natural-born animals.
	I’ve never seen these mutts, but they’re no natural-born animals.

	The pure gold surface has been designed to resemble the woven horn that we fill at harvest. There are little ridges and seams to get a decent hold on.
	The pure gold surface has been designed to resemble the woven horn that we fill at harvest, so there are little ridges and seams to get a decent hold on.

	I twist around and see he’s just reached the tail. The mutts are right on his heels.
	I twist around and see he’s just reached the tail, and the mutts are right on his heels.

	Katniss seems to love Peeta. She still seems to be thinking about Gale.
	Katniss seems to love Peeta, yet she still seems to be thinking about Gale.

	Katniss could let go of Peeta and lose him forever.  She could grit her teeth and pull harder.
	Katniss could let go of Peeta and lose him forever, or she could grit her teeth and pull harder.


1. Compare the sentences in the two columns. Circle anything that has been added in column two. How are compound sentences made? 

2. Read the sentences on the left out loud. What do you notice? If all of the sentences in column one are grammatically correct, why would anyone want to write compound sentences? 
3. The coordinating conjunctions are “but,” “or,” “yet,” “so,” “for,” “and,” “nor” (BOYSFAN).

4. Combine the following sentences to produce a compound sentence:

You can write simple sentences.
You can put some variety into your writing by writing and producing compound sentences too.
.
5. What is the comma rule of compound sentences? 

Scaffolded Exercises:

1. Find two more examples of compound sentences from The Hunger Games, and copy them below.

2. Create compound sentences from the sentences provided. Choose an appropriate coordinating conjunction, and don’t forget to punctuate properly.

a. The Capitol represents the malevolent villains.  The people of the Districts represent faultless victims. (but)

b. Katniss loves Peeta. She doesn’t want to be away from him after the Games. 

c. Katniss wants to completely rebel against President Snow.  She knows that her family could get hurt in the process. 

d. Cinna could recreate “the girl on fire” for the interview with Caesar. He could create a girl that looks like a young, fourteen-year old girl. 

3. Using the sentence provided, answer the question in a compound sentence.

Why was Katniss terrified by the mutts?
How does Katniss rebel against the Capitol?
Peeta has an artificial limb ___________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________.
4. In a compound sentence, answer the following question:

What sort of influence does the media have at the end of The Hunger Games?____________             
__________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________.

5. How does the article that I read you yesterday about real insects becoming government spies relate to The Hunger Games?  How do you feel about it?  Write at least (5) sentences.
(Teacher Copy)

Compound Sentences
	Uncombined Sentences
	Compound Sentences

	I’ve never seen these mutts. They’re no natural-born animals.
	I’ve never seen these mutts, but they’re no natural-born animals.

	The pure gold surface has been designed to resemble the woven horn that we fill at harvest. There are little ridges and seams to get a decent hold on.
	The pure gold surface has been designed to resemble the woven horn that we fill at harvest, so there are little ridges and seams to get a decent hold on.

	I twist around and see he’s just reached the tail. The mutts are right on his heels.
	I twist around and see he’s just reached the tail, and the mutts are right on his heels.

	Katniss seems to love Peeta. She still seems to be thinking about Gale.
	Katniss seems to love Peeta, yet she still seems to be thinking about Gale.

	Katniss could let go of Peeta and lose him forever.  She could grit her teeth and pull harder.
	Katniss could let go of Peeta and lose him forever, or she could grit her teeth and pull harder.


6. Compare the sentences in the two columns. Circle anything that has been added in column two. How are compound sentences made? You take two sentences, add a comma at the end of the first sentence, provide a transitional word, and begin the second sentence.
7. Read the sentences on the left out loud. What do you notice? If all of the sentences in column one are grammatically correct, why would anyone want to write compound sentences? The flow sounds better, connections are made to the reader; it sounds more mature; it leads to variety in sentence length.

8. The coordinating conjunctions are “but,” “or,” “yet,” “so,” “for,” “and,” “nor” (BOYSFAN).

9. Combine the following sentences to produce a compound sentence:

You can write simple sentences.
You can put some variety into your writing by writing and producing compound sentences too.
You can write simple sentences, but you can put some variety into your writing by writing and producing compound sentences too.
10. What is the comma rule of compound sentences? 

Commas go at the end of the first sentence before the coordinating conjunction.

Scaffolded Exercises:

6. Find two more examples of compound sentences from The Hunger Games, and copy them below.

7. Create compound sentences from the sentences provided. Choose an appropriate coordinating conjunction, and don’t forget to punctuate properly.

e. The Capitol represents the malevolent villains.  The people of the Districts represent faultless victims. (but)

f. Katniss loves Peeta. She doesn’t want to be away from him after the Games. (and)

g. Katniss wants to completely rebel against President Snow.  She knows that her family could get hurt in the process. (yet)

h. Cinna could recreate “the girl on fire” for the interview with Caesar. He could create a girl that looks like a young, fourteen-year old girl. (or)

8. Using the sentence provided, answer the question in a compound sentence.

Why was Katniss terrified by the mutts?
How does Katniss rebel against the Capitol?
Peeta has an artificial limb ___________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________.
9. In a compound sentence, answer the following question:

What sort of influence does the media have at the end of The Hunger Games?____________             
__________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________.

10. How does the article that I read you yesterday about real insects becoming government spies relate to The Hunger Games?  How do you feel about it?  Write at least (5) sentences.

APPENDIX C

Lesson Plan on Compound Sentences
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	This lesson is part of unit(s): Social Injustice and Human Rights
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Compound sentences will be a part of the editing process for the compare/contrast essays. We will also be summing up the rest of The Hunger Games and beginning Gladiator.




LT: Students will be able to write a critical lens paper using Animal Farm and The Hunger Games and incorporate compound sentences with the proper conjunction as well as avoid comma splices.

LT: Students will be able to identify and compare/contrast themes from the texts to world events.

LT: Students will be able to review the work of other students and correct their grammatical errors and effectively communicate suggestions for improvement.

LT: Students will be able to write a compare and contrast paper using the literary elements/techniques shared between [a novel and a movie] and [a novel and a short story].

ST: Students will be able to identify and write compound sentences using the proper coordinating conjunction.

ST: Students will be able to identify the theme of government control from The Hunger Games and relate it to the article on a real-world issue of government controlled spying insects.

ST: Students will be able to identify errors for introductory prepositional phrases and compound sentences during the peer-review process of the compare/contrast essays.

ST: Students will be able to track the literary elements/techniques of Gladiator with the graphic organizer for use in a compare/contrast paper next week.




What is a compound sentence?

Which coordinating conjunction should I use with the compound sentence?

How does the theme of government control in the text relate to real world issues today?

What am I looking for when I correct my peer's paper?

What literary elements/techniques are present in Gladiator?




Administrators: Students will be able to write complex sentences and create more sophisticated papers, which will be beneficial for the Regents. Students will also be able to write a compare/contrast paper which is a requirement of the state.

Students: You will be able to make more sophisticated sentences, which will be beneficial for life after high school (college, job, or the military). You will also be watching an action-packed movie that has many common themes and elements from The Hunger Games.

Critical Pedagogues: Students will be able to see that movies can have the same common themes and literary elements/techniques that books use; this may make students more inclined to become more analytical when watching movies and compare the movies to books that they have previously read.




Students must understand the role of coordinating conjunctions in compound sentences and accurately choose the correct conjunction for the sentence.

Students must be able to compare/contrast various elements/techniques of the book to the movie.
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NY- New York State Standards
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• Subject: English Language Arts (1996)
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• Learning Standard 1 : Language for Information and Understanding
Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. 

As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.
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• Level : Commencement
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• Key Idea : Listening and Reading
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Performance Indicator : Synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information.
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Performance Indicator : Use a combination of techniques (e.g., previewing, use of advance organizers, structural cues) to extract salient information from texts.
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Performance Indicator : Make perceptive and well developed connections to prior knowledge.
[image: image36.png]



• Key Idea : Speaking and Writing
.
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Performance Indicator : Revise and improve early drafts by restructuring, correcting errors, and revising for clarity and effect.
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Performance Indicator : Use standard English skillfully, applying established rules and conventions for presenting information and making use of a wide range of grammatical constructions and vocabulary to achieve an individual style that communicates effectively.



We will have a lesson on compound sentences, review the end of the book, and students will do a peer-review. Then we will begin watching Gladiator.




· I will hand out the sheet for compound sentences, and we will go over compound sentences and coordinating conjunctions.

· I will have the students work on the scaffolded exercises for about 10 minutes, and the rest will be homework.

· We will discuss the end of the book reactions and feelings; I will sum up human rights violations and government control in the book.

· Students will exchange papers and do a peer-review and use a checklist to follow.

· Students will need to have polished drafts by tomorrow.

· I will hand out a sheet that has questions for the first part of Gladiator and a compare/contrast sheet that the students need to fill out for homework.

· We will begin watching Gladiator.




· Students must complete scaffolded exercises, create final (polished) papers, and fill out the questions and compare/contrast graphic organizer for Gladiator.







I will be doing scaffolded exercises.




Students will have their rubric for compare/contrast paper.







· Gladiator

· compound sentences sheet

· questions for Gladiator




