“This I Believe Essay”
Writing Task/Project:

You will be writing a “This I Believe essay.”  The “This I Believe” essay must be between 350-500 words and contain a strong belief that you live by.
Purpose and Audience

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to become self-aware and to recognize what you value. You need to have an understanding of what you believe in, why you believe this, and how this has benefitted you.  Being more self-aware will allow you to recognize your own strengths and weaknesses, and to have more compassion for people who have different beliefs from yourself.  This assignment is also working on a specific genre: personal essays.  This genre will become increasingly important as you apply to colleges, the military, and jobs. The audience is going to be the general public; be sure to use the writing skills required in a personal essay. 
Format

You will be writing in the personal essay genre.  There are specific criteria for personal essays that you will have to follow in order to effectively complete this task.  

Checklist

Be sure to check off/answer the following in order to show completeness for the task.  This list will also be used for peer review.

1. Is there a clear belief stated within one to two sentences at the beginning of the paper?
2. Was the format for a personal essay used?  If yes, which characteristics of a personal essay were used?  Where in the personal essay were they used?
3. Is the personal essay appealing?  How could it become more appealing?

4. Does the personal essay follow the 350-500 word guideline?  

5. Which words were the most effective in the essay?  Why?  What sense did they convey?  

6. Which words were the least effective in the essay?  How could they be improved?

7. How did the students avoid plagiarism for the podcast?  

Rubric for “This I Believe” Essay (75%)
	
	5 (A)
Excellent
	4 (B)
Above Average
	3 (C)
Satisfactory
	2 (D)
Unsatisfactory
	1 (F)
Poor

	Organization
	An exceptional essay: has a clear personal belief expressed within one to two sentences at the beginning of the paper, and a personal story that effectively elaborates the personal belief that was expressed, and the paper is free of grammatical errors.
	A good essay: usually easy to read, clear personal belief, and it contains a personal story that elaborates on the belief expressed.  This paper would have less than three errors and only a few grammatical errors.  
	An OK essay: the essay is missing a clear thesis, but it contains a personal story that somewhat relates to the unclear thesis.  This paper would have more than three errors, grammatical and sentence structure mistakes.
	The essay does not meet a majority of the requirements: no clear thesis, several violations of the characteristics of a personal essay, and grammatical and sentence structure mistakes that impede with the readability.
	The essay does not meet any of the requirements: format for a personal essay such as no thesis, no personal story, and the grammatical and sentence structure mistakes make the paper impossible to comprehend.

	Elements/Literary Devices
	The paper uses a strong thesis, and it uses transitions and imagery effectively throughout the story.
	The essay uses an acceptable thesis, and it uses transitions and some effective imagery throughout the story.
	The essay is missing a clear thesis, but it uses transitions and some effective imagery throughout the story.
	The essay has no clear thesis, but it uses a few transitions and a little bit of imagery. 
	Essay does not have a thesis, and it uses few or no transitions and imagery.

	Voice (Audience)
	The audience is the general public.
	The essay addresses the general public.
	The essay addresses the general public.
	The essay may not be appropriate for the general public.
	The essay is not appropriate for the general public.

	Mechanics
	No errors; correct grammar and sentence structure.
	There are less than three errors; grammar and sentence structure are correct.
	There are more than three errors; occasional grammar and sentence structure mistakes.
	There are many errors; grammar and/or sentence structures are occasionally used incorrectly.
	There are many errors; grammar and sentence structure are consistently used incorrectly.

	Meaning
	The meaning is clearly conveyed through appropriate imagery and a well-thought out and established belief.

The writing conveys a clear and concise meaning.
	The meaning is usually conveyed through appropriate imagery.

The writing conveys a clear and concise meaning.
	The visual meaning is sometimes conveyed through appropriate imagery.

The writing does not always clearly convey the meaning or purpose.
	The visual meaning usually uses inappropriate imagery that do not convey a meaning that matches the essay.

The writing is not always clear and concise and does not always match the meaning of the essay.
	The meaning is inappropriate and does not convey meaning that matches the purpose of the essay.

The writing is not clear and does not convey meaning matching the purpose of the essay.


